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Welcome

Welcome to Gondola Music!

ABOUT
Gondola Music is a music content, music
education, and education technology platform
founded by classical and jazz pianist Timothy
Gondola.

Gondola Music is currently developing
transcriptions, courses, music tutorials, the
Music In Motion blog, and theory notes. Our
future plans involve expanding into music
curriculum, software, academia and literature. 

The vision of Gondola Music is to unite
musicians, democratize jazz, and bring the world
along a journey of musical enlightenment. 

JAZZ STARTER PACK
In this starter pack, I've compiled all that a jazz musician– whether experienced or
brand new– will need to know. You'll find everything from jazz theory to past and
present icons, to the jazz lingo we use at jam sessions. 

The lists of preeminent jazz artists and albums are in no way exhaustive; there are
multitudes of significant artists and records that didn't make it onto these pages. It's
up to you to explore and discover them!

To learn about the history of jazz, click here or visit
britannica.com/art/jazz/

To support Gondola Music & Timothy's YouTube channel, consider becoming a patron.
patreon.com/TimothyGondola

https://www.britannica.com/art/jazz
https://www.patreon.com/TimothyGondola
Timothy Gondola
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All Blues
All Of Me
Autumn Leaves
Blue Bossa
Blue Monk
But Not For Me
Bye Bye Blackbird
C-Jam Blues
Doxy

Footprints
I’ll Remember April
In A Mellow Tone
Mr. P.C.
Lady Bird
Solar
So What
Summertime
Take The A Train

All The Things You Are
Alone Together
A Night In Tunisia
Cherokee
Days Of Wine & Roses
East Of The Sun
Fly Me To The Moon
Groovin' High
Have You Met Miss Jones

How High The Moon
It Could Happen To You
Misty
My Funny Valentine
On Green Dolphin Street
Someday My Prince Will Come
There Will Never Be Another You
What Is This Thing Called Love?
Yesterdays

Alice In Wonderland
Anthropology
Caravan
Confirmation
Billie’s Bounce
Body & Soul
Darn That Dream

Donna Lee
Giant Steps
In A Sentimental Mood
I Love You
Joy Spring
Oleo
Round Midnight

Intermediate

Advanced

TIP: Click the names to 
learn about the songs on 
learnjazzstandards.com

tp

50 Jazz Standards By Difficulty

Beginner

Fre
e S

am
ple

https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/all-blues/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/all-of-me-jazz-standard/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/autumn-leaves-e-minor/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/blue-bossa/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/blue-monk/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/but-not-for-me/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/bye-bye-blackbird/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/c-jam-blues/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/doxy-and-fsr/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/footprints/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/ill-remember-april/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/in-a-mellow-tone/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/mr-p-c/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/lady-bird/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/solar/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/so-what-with-miles-davis-solo-transcription/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/summertime/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/take-the-a-train-2/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/all-the-things-you-are/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/alone-together/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/a-night-in-tunisia/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/cherokee/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/days-of-wine-and-roses/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/east-of-the-sun-west-of-the-moon/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/fly-me-to-the-moon/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/groovin-high/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/have-you-met-miss-jones/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/it-could-happen-to-you/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/it-could-happen-to-you/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/misty/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/my-funny-valentine/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/on-green-dolphin-street/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/someday-my-prince-will-come/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/there-will-never-be-another-you/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/what-is-this-thing-called-love/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/yesterdays/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/alice-in-wonderland/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/anthropology/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/caravan/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/confirmation/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/billies-bounce/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/body-and-sou/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/darn-that-dream/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/donna-lee/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/giant-steps/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/in-a-sentimental-mood/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/i-love-you/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/joy-spring/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/oleo/
https://www.learnjazzstandards.com/jazz-standards/round-midnight/
Timothy Gondola
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Essential Jazz Artists
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Miles Davis
Dizzy Gillespie
Louis Armstrong
Clifford Brown

Chet Baker
Freddie Hubbard
Roy Hargrove
Wynton Marsalis

Charlie Parker
John Coltrane
Ornette Coleman
Stan Getz

Sonny Rollins
Dexter Gordon
Joshua Redman
Patrick Bartley

Art Tatum
Bill Evans
Red Garland
Oscar Peterson
Dave Brubeck
Nat King Cole
Johnny Costa

Keith Jarrett
Chick Corea
Herbie Hancock
McCoy Tyner
Brad Mehldau
Fred Hersch
Michel Petrucciani

Charles Mingus
Scott LaFaro
Ray Brown
John Patitucci
Gary Peacock

Ron Carter
Jaco Pastorius
Charlie Haden
Stanley Clarke
Christian McBride

Art Blakey
Elvin Jones
Max Roach

Steve Gadd
Jack DeJohnette
Brian Blade

Voice
Ella Fitzgerald
Sarah Vaugn
Frank Sinatra
Louis Armstrong

Billie Holiday
Nat King Cole
Aziza Mustafa Zadeh
Esperanza Spalding
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http://clipart-library.com/images_k/piano-clipart-transparent/piano-clipart-transparent-13.png
Timothy Gondola
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Essential Jazz Discography

Kind Of Blue
Year: 1959
Artist: Miles Davis

A Love Supreme
Year: 1964
Artist: John Coltrane

Everybody Digs Bill Evans
Year: 1959
Artist: Dave Brubeck

Headhunters
Year: 1973
Artist: Herbie Hancock

Native Dancer
Year: 1975
Artist: Wayne Shorter

1/2
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Jazz Terminology

Blow
To play your instrument (usually refers to a saxophonist/trumpeter blowing their horn).

Cat
A cool musician.

Chart/Chord Chart
The chord progression of a tune written out with chord symbols, either with or without the
melody. 

Chops
Technical skills and dexterity on your instrument, usually involving the ability to play very
quickly.

Combo
"Jazz combo" A small jazz group like a trio, quartet, or quintet.

Comping
Playing rhythmic accompanying chords, probably by a member of the rhythm section.

Changes
The chord progression.

Head
May refer either to (1) the beginning of a tune or (2) the entirety of the tune played once.
Jazz and other artists may tap their heads to signify to the other musicians that it is time to
return to the beginning of the tune.

Horn
Stand-in for your instrument, mostly referring to a saxophone or trumpet.

Fake Book
Earlier versions of the Real Book.

Jam
Free-playing music, mostly with other musicians, and usually involving improvisation.

1/3
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Anatomy of a chord symbol

Chord symbology is a method of classifying and symbolizing different chord
qualities.

1. The first letter in a chord symbol is always the key of the chord. This is
also referred to as the tonic, the one, the home note, or scale degree one.

2. The next figure in a chord symbol (M, m, dim, aug) refers to the quality of
the triad– is itmajor, minor, diminished or augmented? “Triads” refer to
three-note chords made up of the 1, 3 and 5 (scale degrees). When the
letter is standalone, this refers to a major triad. So if you see C this means
C major triad. A stands for A major triad.

3. The 7 is the dominant 7, or flat seventh scale degree. Thus, the 7 in C7 is
Bb. “Seventh chords” refers to four-note chords made up of the 1, 3, 5 and
7.

4. Extensions are the 9th, 11th, and 13th scale degrees of a chord. These can
either be natural (e.g. C9), sharp (e.g. F7#11) or flat (e.g. G7b13).

www.gondolamusic.co | ⓒ Copyright 2023 Gondola Music | www.patreon.com/timothygondola
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Scale Degrees

In order to understand music theory, chord symbology, and roman numerals you
must know scale degrees. There are seven scale degrees, each corresponding to
one note in the major scale, or the interval (second, third, fourth, etc.)

Oftentimes the scale degree of a chord is mentioned only as the number: “play
the 6 [in that C chord]” or “E minor has a flat 3” or “the augmented triad has a
sharp 5.” To flat a scale degree means to move the note down a half-step, and to
sharp a scale degree means to move the note up a half-step.

The most important scale degree in any chord is the 1 (tonic), the first and
foundation note. The second most important scale degree is the 5 (dominant). If
we add the 3 (mediant), we now have the skeleton for some beautiful chords.
7ths and extensions (explained ahead) are the key to those awesome jazzy
chords. Scale degrees repeat every new octave; so if you’re in the key of C, every
D on the piano will be a 2, every B will be a 7, etc.

www.gondolamusic.co | ⓒ Copyright 2023 Gondola Music | www.patreon.com/timothygondola

Timothy Gondola
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Roman Numeral Analysis In Jazz, Pop, and
Rock

In addition to using standard chord symbols (e.g. Cmaj7, E7, etc.) we also use
Roman Numeral Analysis. Roman numerals have the benefit of helping
musicians easily transpose a piece to any key. As long as you are familiar with
how to play chords in every key, and the scale degrees of each key, you can
quickly play a song in all 12 keys with a Roman numeral chart. This is in contrast
to the standard chord symbol chart, which is only helpful for one key.

Roman numerals are built off scale degrees, the seven tones of a major scale.
Another way to say this is that the Roman numeral notes are diatonic, they
belong to the major scale of the given key. In the key of C, these notes are C (1),
D (2), E (3), F (4), G (5), A (6), B (7).

Using the notes of the home key (in the case of C, all white notes of the C major
scale) we build triads upon the scale tones. Capital case indicates a major triad,
while lower case indicates a minor triad. The lower case with degree sign° means
diminished. This is a triad with a flat 3 and flat 5.

It is important to realize that when someone refers to “the 2 [chord]” in the key
of C, they are referring to a D minor chord in Roman Numeral Analysis.

You’ll notice that Roman numeral symbols themselves can change depending on
the key you’re in. In this case we’re in the key of A minor.

You may also be in a major key like C major, and the composer has decided to
use notes that don’t not correspond to the standard Roman numerals. This is

www.gondolamusic.co | ⓒ Copyright 2023 Gondola Music | www.patreon.com/timothygondola
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Courses (gondolamusic.co/courses)

Notes (gondolamusic.co/notes)

Blog (gondolamusic.co/blog)

Modes & Scales (gondolamusic.co/shop/scales-modes)

Tutorials (gondolamusic.co/shop/tutorials)

Transcriptions (youtube.com/@timothygondola)

Gondola Music Resources
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